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On Sunday, November 3, 2024, an audience of esteemed guests, family and 
friends from Canada and around the globe will gather in Montreal for a very 
special evening of festivities to celebrate the life and legacy of the Honourable 
Irwin Cotler, PC, OC, OQ.  The gathering will be in support of the Irwin Cotler 
Institute for Democracy, Human Rights and Justice at Tel Aviv University (TAU).

This prestigious event will feature guest speaker, former Canadian Supreme 
Court Justice and 2024 TAU Honorary Doctorate Recipient, the Honourable 
Justice Rosalie Abella, who will deliver a special tribute to Irwin Cotler.

One of the evening’s highlights will be a fireside chat on Irwin Cotler’s involvement  
in the pursuit of justice as law professor, Parliamentarian, Minister of Justice and 
Attorney General, Special Envoy, and international legal counsel to political prisoners. 
Panelists will include: the Honourable Bob Rae, PC, CC, OOnt, KC, Canadian Ambassador 
to the U.N. and parliamentary colleague; the Honourable Harry LaForme, first indigenous 
Justice appointed to the Ontario Court of Appeal; Ambassador Deborah Lyons, Canada's Special 
Envoy on Preserving Holocaust Remembrance and Combatting Antisemitism and Israel's 
Special Envoy, Michal Cotler-Wunsh; and the evening’s Honourary Co-chair, human rights hero and 
former political prisoner,  Natan Sharansky. The conversation will be moderated by Hillel Neuer, Executive 
Director of U.N. Watch and a former student of Professor Cotler.

Additional special guests with remarks will include TAU Canada National President Mrs. Ariela Cotler; 
Israeli Ambassador to Canada, H.E. Iddo Moed; recently freed, heroic political prisoner, and democratic 
opposition leader Vladimir Kara-Murza, and his wife, courageous human rights activist, Evgenia Kara-Murza.

This very special gala promises to be a memorable night of reflection, recognition, and celebration of a 
remarkable world-renowned leader’s life and legacy.

Celebrating The Honourable Irwin Cotler



Cotler is a member of many leading international legal panels and organizations, is
Canada’s first Special Envoy on Preserving Holocaust Remembrance and Combatting Antisemitism; and is the
Special Envoy of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Community of Democracies on the case and cause of 
imprisoned Russian dissident Vladimir Kara-Murza. 

As a parliamentarian from 1999 to 2015, Cotler was at the forefront of the struggle for justice and human 
rights, both domestically and internationally. He served as chair and member of many committees such as the
first-ever Parliamentary Assembly for the International Criminal Court; chair of the Inter-Parliamentary Group
for Human Rights in Iran; and co-chair of the International Parliamentary Coalition to Combat Antisemitism.

A constitutional and comparative law scholar, Cotler is the author of numerous publications and seminal legal
articles, and has written upon and intervened in landmark Charter of Rights cases in the areas of free speech, 
freedom of religion, minority rights, peace law and war crimes justice. He is the recipient of many prestigious 
awards and recognitions, including sixteen honourary doctorates, recognizing him as  “a scholar and advocate 
of international stature.”

The Honourable Irwin Cotler
The Irwin Cotler Institute for Democracy, Human Rights and Justice 
represents the legacy of one of the most respected jurists and advocates 
for justice of our time. 

Born in 1940 in Montreal, Irwin Cotler currently serves as the International 
Chair of the Raoul Wallenberg Centre for Human Rights. He is an Emeritus 
Professor of Law at McGill University, former Minister of Justice and Attorney 
General of Canada and longtime Member of Parliament, constitutional and 
international human rights lawyer, counsel to political prisoners and referred  
to as “Counsel for the Oppressed.”



As Minister of Justice and Attorney General of Canada from 2003 to 2006,  
Cotler launched Canada’s first National Justice Initiative against Racism 
and Hate; initiated the first-ever prosecution for the genocide of the Tutsis 
in Rwanda under Canada’s Crimes Against Humanity and War Crimes 
Act; initiated the first-ever law on human trafficking; crafted the Civil 
Marriage Act, the first-ever legislation to grant marriage equality to 
gays and lesbians; quashed more wrongful convictions in a single year 
than any prior Minister; initiated the first-ever comprehensive reform

of the Supreme Court appointment process and helped make it the most 
gender-representative Supreme Court in the world; appointed the first-ever 

Indigenous and visible minority justices on the Ontario Court of Appeal; and made 
the pursuit of international justice a government priority.

An international human rights lawyer, Cotler has served as counsel to some of the leading political prisoners
and prisoners of conscience of our time, including Nobel Peace Prize laureate Andrei Sakharov and leading 
human rights dissident Natan Sharansky. More recently, Cotler has served as international legal counsel to 
imprisoned Saudi blogger Raif Badawi; Venezuelan political prisoner Leopoldo López; imprisoned Iranian 
human rights lawyer Nasrin Sotoudeh; and Swedish-Eritrean journalist Dawit Isaak.

Professor Cotler has been, and continues to be, a leader and role model. Through his advocacy work both in 
Canada and internationally, he has transformed the lives of many.

The Irwin Cotler Institute and Graduate International Fellowship Program is a timely and compelling initiative 
and has already emerged as a key player in the international arena of protecting democracy, promoting human 
rights, pursuing justice and combatting antisemitism.



In 2022, Tel Aviv University, in partnership with the Cotler family and TAU Canada, launched a project to honour the  
Honourable Irwin Cotler. The project – The Irwin Cotler Institute for Democracy, Human Rights and Justice – is devoted 
to preserving Holocaust remembrance and combating antisemitism; protecting democracy, promoting human rights and 
pursuing justice; and advancing the understanding of Jewish peoplehood, Israel and the Middle East, and the pursuit of peace 
in the international arena.

These topics are at the center of Professor Cotler’s life work and are of increasing 
import today, after the atrocities of October 7th, as an unprecedented, worldwide 
explosion of antisemitism and hatred is metastasizing across Canada and globally. 
Professor Cotler has remained steadfast in battling this tsunami of hatred, which is a 
standing threat to democracy and our human security.

The Irwin Cotler Institute

Indeed, at the Honorary Degrees Conferment Ceremony at Tel Aviv 
University in 2018, Prof. Cotler was cited for “his influential role as an 
international attorney, parliamentarian, legal scholar and champion 
of justice; his inspiring track record both in pioneering human rights 
legislation in Canada and in stewarding landmark cases concerning free 
speech, freedom of religion, minority rights and war crimes justice; his 
stellar academic achievements, including sixteen years as director of 
McGill University’s Human Rights Program; and his steadfast, profound 
and indelible commitment to Israel and the Jewish people over decades.” 

Image: Inauguration of the Irwin Cotler 
Institute Forum, Board of Governors, 2024



Tel Aviv University is proud to be affiliated with Prof. Cotler, TAU Canada National President Mrs. Ariela Cotler, and 
the family. We invite you to join us in celebrating the remarkable life and legacy of the Honourable Irwin Cotler.  

The Irwin Cotler Institute, inaugurated in the 2022-2023 academic year, is devoted to instruction, training and policy-
oriented research on human rights, democracy, justice and the fight against antisemitism and racism at large. The 
activities of the Institute are organized around seven pillars, which are supported through annual donations as well as 
the Cotler Institute Endowment Fund.

In addition to its flagship pillar, the Cotler International Graduate Fellowship Program in Human Rights, the 
Institute is comprised of:

•	 Annual Global Report on Antisemitism
• Annual Forum on Democracy, Human Rights and Justice
• Ethiopian Jewry – History and Heritage; Rescue and Renewal;

Antidiscrimination and Equality
• Forgotten Exodus: Justice for Jews from Arab Lands and Iran
• Equal Voices: Women Rights are Human Rights
• Justice and Injustice in the Shadow of October 7

“Visiting historical sites like Yad Vashem, the Babylonian 
Jewish Heritage Museum, and the Herzl Museum 
deepened my appreciation for the culture and diversity 
of Israel, motivating me to dream and work towards 
realizing the African and Nigerian dreams.”  
- Veronica Pana Igube (Nigeria)

Image: Ariela and Irwin with Cotler International 
Graduate Fellowship Program students, Dacha 
Azelmad (Morocco) and Veronica Pana Igube 
(Nigeria)



Tel Aviv University Canada's mission is to pursue the advancement of and raise awareness for Tel Aviv University in 
Canada – more important today than ever.

The ongoing Israel-Hamas war and the resulting wave of antisemitism worldwide have 
brought into sharp focus the urgency and importance of protecting Israel as the 

indigenous homeland of the Jewish People and bastion of democracy in a troubled 
Middle East. TAU is underpinning the struggle for peace and human rights.

TAU is a pillar of the country, a leading, world-ranking research university 
whose groundbreaking research in medicine, science, security, technology 
and other fields are training the next generation of scientists, innovators, 
educators and leaders to advance the human condition. 

Other recognized strengths include brain studies, nanoscience, cyber 
security, AI, film, and Biblical archeology. TAU’s biomedical research and 
teaching complex has 18 affiliated hospitals serving half the country’s 
population. Cutting-edge scientific advances are reinforced through 

ties with prominent research institutions ranging from the NIH and MIT 
to McGill, Sorbonne and Imperial College. The University additionally 

emphasizes globalizing its campus, offering 25 international programs in 
English that attract over 2,500 students from 60 countries annually.

About us



Sponsorship Opportunities

• 30 Tickets for Cocktail Reception and Gala Dinner
(Front Row Seating)

• Valet Parking
• Private Meeting with Irwin Cotler
• Exclusive VIP Photo Opportunity with Irwin Cotler at Gala
• Special Recognition as “Presenting Sponsor” on Gala

marketing and communication material
• Presenting sponsor banner at venue
• Verbal Recognition at Gala
• Speaking Opportunity at Gala
• Opportunity to appear in tribute video
• One exclusive hand-signed copy of a limited edition of

the Tribute Book honouring Irwin Cotler
• Special Recognition on TAU Canada’s website, social

media platforms and print material
• One dedicated social media post on all TAU Canada

platforms
• Dedicated email announcement of presenting sponsor
• Special Recognition in post event thank you email
• Recognition and inscription on the Irwin Cotler Institute

Donor Wall at TAU
• VIP Invitation to Tel Aviv University 2025 Board of

Governors Meeting*

Exclusive Gala Sponsor - $180,000

“My father would have been so proud of Irwin 
and would have wanted to do this himself. 
What better way to honour Irwin, his legacy, 
and my father, by creating something so  
far-reaching, and I love what this project will 
hopefully accomplish.”  
- Rick Dubrovsky (Montreal, Canada)

Image: Inauguration of the Irwin Cotler Institute with TAU President, Prof. Ariel 
Porat, and donors Elaine and Rick Dubrovsky, 2023



• 20 Tickets for Cocktail Reception and Gala Dinner (Front Row Seating)
• Valet Parking
• Private Meeting with Irwin Cotler
• Exclusive VIP Photo Opportunity with Irwin Cotler at Gala
• Feature Recognition on Gala marketing and communication material
• Presenting sponsor banner at venue
• Verbal Recognition at Gala
• One exclusive hand-signed copy of a limited edition of the Tribute

Book honouring Irwin Cotler
• Feature Recognition on TAU Canada’s website, social media

platforms and print material
• One dedicated social media post on all TAU Canada platforms
• Feature Recognition in post event thank you email
• Recognition and inscription on the Irwin Cotler Institute Donor Wall at TAU
• VIP Invitation to Tel Aviv University 2025 Board of Governors Meeting*

• One exclusive hand-signed copy of a limited edition of the Tribute Book honouring Irwin Cotler
• Prominent Recognition on TAU Canada’s website, social media platforms and print material

• 20 Tickets for Cocktail Reception and Gala Dinner (Premium Location)
• Valet Parking
• Private Meeting with Irwin Cotler
• Exclusive VIP Photo Opportunity with Irwin Cotler at Gala
• Prominent Recognition on Gala marketing and communication material
• Presenting sponsor banner at venue
• Verbal Recognition at Gala

• One dedicated social media post on all TAU Canada platforms
• Prominent Recognition in post event thank you email
• Recognition and inscription on the Irwin Cotler Institute Donor Wall at TAU

Cocktail - $100,000

Panel Sponsor - $75,000

Image: Donor Plaque Ceremony with donor 
Sue Carol Isaacson, Ariela and Irwin Cotler, and 
Prof. Uriya Shavit, Head of Institute, 2024



• 10 Tickets for Cocktail Reception and Gala Dinner (Premium
Location)

• Valet Parking
• Prominent Recognition on Gala marketing and

communication material
• Verbal Recognition at Gala
• One exclusive hand-signed copy of a limited edition of the

Tribute Book honouring Irwin Cotler
• Prominent Recognition on TAU Canada’s website, social

media platforms and print material
• One dedicated social media post on all TAU Canada platforms
• Prominent Recognition in post event thank you email
• Recognition and inscription on the Irwin Cotler Institute

Donor Wall at TAU

Governor - $50,000

“As a Norwegian student participating in the Cotler 
International Graduate Fellowship Program at TAU, this 
was a profoundly enriching experience. It emphasized 
understanding and combating antisemitism and other 
forms of racism, providing practical tools and strategies.” 
- Lauritz Nathaniel Myking Udjus (Grimstad, Norway)

Image: Cotler International Graduate Fellowship 
Program student, Lauritz Nathaniel Myking Udjus 
(Norway) held a support rally for Israel and against 
antisemitism in Norway, 2024



• 10 Tickets for Cocktail Reception and Gala Dinner
• Valet Parking
• Recognition on Gala marketing and communication material
• Recognition on TAU Canada’s website, social media platforms

and print material
• One dedicated social media post on all TAU Canada platforms
• Recognition in post event thank you email

Director - $36,000

• 10 Tickets for Cocktail Reception and Gala Dinner
• Valet Parking
• Recognition on Gala marketing and communication  material
• Recognition on TAU Canada’s website, social media platforms

and print material
• One dedicated social media post on all TAU Canada platforms
• Recognition in post event thank you email

Patron - $18,000

*Travel and accommodations not included.

“It has been an incredibly enriching experience for 
me. I feel more equipped and inspired to contribute 
meaningfully to these important conversations 
in the future. Hopefully, my engagement does not 
stop here!” 
– Dacha Azelmad (Morocco)

Image: Fellowship Program students attend a field trip to 
Yad Vashem, The World Holocaust Remembrance Center, 2024



IRWIN COTLER INSTITUTE CAMPAIGN

HONOUREE
The Hon. Irwin Cotler

HONOURARY CHAIRS 
Ariela Cotler, Natan Sharansky, Margaret & Sylvan Adams

AMBASSADORS
Claudine & Stephen Bronfman, Anne-Marie Boucher  &  Mitch Garber 

HONOURARY COMMITTEE
Gail Asper, Carole & Myer Bick, Rita & Charles Bronfman, Stephen Harper, Lillian & Morris Goodman

Shanitha Kachan & Gerald Sheff, Sheila Kussner z”l, Paul Martin, Gloria May, Tom Mulcair, Hillel Neuer,  
Heather Reisman & Gerry Schwartz, Dorothy Reitman, Ahmed Shaheed, Larry & Judy Tanenbaum, Sara Vered

CELEBRATING IRWIN COTLER GALA

HONOURARY  EVENT CHAIRS
Elaine & Rick Dubrovsky

COMMITTEE CHAIRS
Penny Echenberg and Brenda Gewurz

DINNER CHAIR
Etty Bienstock

COMMITTEE
David Altshuller, Joyce & Jeremy Becker, Evelyn Bloomfield Schachter, Cheryl Brownstein, Tina & Fred Dubrovsky, 

Penny Echenberg, Wendy & Elliott Eisen, Brenda Gewurz, Elaine Harris, Heidi Isaacson, Sue Carol Isaacson, 
Leigh Lampert, Brenda Langburt, Howard Liebman, Caroline & Albert Lightstone, Stewart Litvack, 

Gloria May, Yonatan Petel, Rhoda & Joel Pinsky, Danielle Pollack, Renee & Jay Rosenzweig, 
Barbara Seal, Emmelle Segal, Barbara Stern, Michael Tenenbaum



For more information please contact us:
Cotler@cftau.ca 

C A N A D A

Ontario and Western Canada
3130 Bathurst Street, Suite 214, Toronto, ON | M6A 2A1  

Phone: 416.787.9930 | Toll Free: 833.32.CFTAU (22328) | Email: toronto@cftau.ca 

Ottawa, Quebec and Atlantic Canada
6900 Boulevard Décarie, Suite 3480, Montreal, QC | H3X 2T8 

Phone: 514.344.3417 | Email: montreal@cftau.ca

Charitable registration number:  124035643RR0001



SPONSORSHIP - I am pleased to sponsor the dinner at the following level:

Exclusive Gala Sponsor - $180,000 Cocktail Sponsor - $100,000 Panel Sponsor - $75,000 Govenor - $50,000 Director - $36,000 Patron - $ 18,000

I wish to have a table at the dinner*

 I am unable to attend the dinner but wish to make a donation

Tel Aviv University Canada | Ottawa, Quebec and Atlantic Canada
6900 Decarie Boulevard, Suite 3480 | Montreal, QC H3X 2T8 | (514) 344-3417

Name:________________________________________________________________________________________ Company:______________________________________________________________________

Email:________________________________________________________________________________________ Address:_______________________________________________________________________

City:_______________________________________ Postal Code:_______________ Home:___________________________ Business:____________________________ Cell:________________________________

For further questions about sponsorships or ads please contact Heather Mlynarski  
at 514-344-3417 or via email at Heather@cftau.ca 

Charitable registration number:  124035643RR0001

*Charitable Donation Receipts
Tel Aviv University Canada is a registered charity. Corporate and organization sponsorships qualify as a business expense and are generally not eligible for charitable donation receipts. All eligible individual sponsorships 
and donations are tax deductible to the maximum allowed amount by CRA.

The dinner portion of each ticket is not considered part of the charitable donation and will be deducted in calculation of the receipt. 

**Our best efforts will be made to fulfill your seating request but cannot be guaranteed.

Please complete this form and send back via email: Cotler@cftau.ca

  Cheques should be made payable to CANADIAN FRIENDS OF TEL AVIV UNIVERSITY
Credit Card: Master Card Visa American Express CC#: ______________________ Name on Card:___________________________________ Expiry Date: _____________ CVV: _________

Please list our name(s) on the recognition boards (if different from above):_____________________________________ We wish to be seated with the following guests:________________________________________

Dietary restrictions: Vegetarian Vegan Allergies (please contact our office directly)

DONATION 

Leader - $5,400 Collaborator - $3,600) Supporter - $1,800 Partner - $1,000 Other: $_________________________________

THE HON. IRWIN COTLER

TEL AVIV UNIVERSITY CANADA

CELEBRATING

A LIFE & LEGACY

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 3, 2024
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